
Watergap Woodturners 
Meeting Notes 

May 1,2024 
S. Hendricks – Secretary 

 
 

It’s Wednesday evening and the Club held their first meeting of the 2024 Watergap Woodturners 
at the Peters Valley (PV) woodshop, and it was good to get back. The shop looked as good as 
when we left it after spending a Friday several weeks ago giving the shop a through tune-up in 
preparation for PV first wood class. 
 
Meeting attendees included (alphabetically): Steve Ackman, James Cerra, Scott Hendricks, Joe 
Kopec, Ed Nikles, Dave Robinson, Eric Svendsen, Mark Wallace, Rick Wortman, Larry Zarra. 
 
Presidents Opening Comments 
 
The meeting started with Steve providing an update on his experience at Wantage elementary 
school where he did a day of wood turning demonstrations for the students. 
 
A discussion on the proposed club structure covered topics, i.e. incorporation, checking 
account, operating agreement, options for selling products, etc. Steve is exploring several 
different possibilities and will present recommendations at the executive meeting scheduled for 
5/18/24 at 10:00am. 
 
Dave shared the name tags that he made for each member. He 
demonstrated the Laserpecker product explaining how to 
set it up and then burned his name into a piece of wood. 
 
PV will not be holding their annual craft fair at Sussex Fair 
grounds this year. Last year was a limited success due to the 
weather and subsequent poor attendee turnout. 
 
Rick indicated that PV needs more club product to sell in their store, so the members were 
asked to provide product for Rick to deliver to PV. 
 
Looking forward: 

• 5/25/24 - Peters Valley Art in the Park Day, at PV, 10:00AM until 4:00PM. Club 
attendees include Rick, Dave, Joe, Erik, Steve, Scott 

• 6/18/24 - The next club meeting will be held at PV at the regular time of 7:00pm. Matt 
Monaco will be presenting. 

• 6/25/24 – Club meeting at PV at 7:00pm. Kimberly Winkle will be presenting. 
 
Treasurer Report 
 
Rick indicated that the current account balance $813.35.  
 
An announcement was made by Steve that Dave Robinson is the new treasure and will be 
taking over for Rick Wortman who has been doing an outstanding job for many years. Rick, 
thank you for your service. 
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Scott indicated that there are 5 members who have not paid their 2024 dues. Steve will be 
calling each member to remind them that their dues are due. 
 
Monthly Challenge 
 
Ed suggested making turning tools as the next monthly challenge and will bring an article 
on the topic to the next meeting. 
 
Steve indicated that he has a list of challenges and will bring the list to the next meeting. 
 
Show & Tell 
 
Joe showed a mahogany charcuteric board with 4 accompanying bowls. 

Rick shared a box containing ~40 labeled wood samples. 

Dave had a ball and pepper mill that he lased. 

Mark shared a walnut bowl and 4 bottle stoppers. 

Erik shared an ash bowl. 

Larry shared 5 small bowls out of oak and myrtle. When discussing the textured bowls he 
said, “If you’re carving, you’re not sanding”. 

Ed shared an ash candle holder with a accompanying candle  
 
The projects: 
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Larry Ed
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Demonstration 
 
Larry conducted a demonstration on making tops. The attached document clearly defines 
all you need to know to make outstanding tops. He also shared 3 books on top making. 
Larry started the demonstration by very quickly turning 2 tops. One small and the second 
tiny. He then moved on to taking his time and explained each step in the process and the 
diWerent tools he employs and how he enters the wood at each step and the methods he 
employs in tool control. This is covered in the attached document. 
 
He finished the demonstration by turning a top then texturing it and coloring it. Very 
impressive. A great demonstration.  
 

 

 

Larry’s Demonstration








